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Interview with Mrs. William Kirkpatrick Jerome, May 


Q. You were saying? 

A. He stood at the foot of the steps - I believe it was the 29th Oct - 

Q. In the new suit p you had just gotten him. 

A. Yes. "I’m going to kill Jim Garrison," he said. And I said, "What 
are you gong to kill Jim Garrison for?" He said, "I'm killing him 
for the CIA and for Bobby Kennedy," At that time I didn't know any- 
thing about this investigation because it hadn't broken, and I thought 
this was more of his dreamworld. But anyway, I knew he was wild, and 
so I called the police and everything, and I had him picked up and 
put back in Mandeville. A couple of mornings later, I was dreaming 
that Godfrey was out of Mandeville, and was in this bed. And I went 
over to the window and looked, and sure enough, he was getting out of 
the car there. And he had this coat on. Now, in the pocket of this 
coat, I want to show you, they had gotten him out again to kill Jim 
Garrison again. I HBHidmAixjsapimsB wasn't supposed to know it. They 
were supposed to find this In his pocket. This is a receipt for the 
suit. This is what they were supposed to find in his pocket in some- 
one else' s handwriting. 

consul, 52i;03565 this one 

Q. Let me identify these. One safxSJ? German iswBfbs? pa^asiaxiaps 

Mr. William Gause, 913 Old Federal Bldg, 600 South St., New Orleans, 
La., 322-7289. Do you know who William Gause is? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Would you like me to tell you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It is my understanding that he Is a recruiter for the CIA in this 
area. Now, may I ask you and let there be a record of it if I can 
borrow these and give them to Jim Garrison and he can return them 
to you - 

A. Yes. I was going to take them to him, but since there was nothing 

but silence from Jim Garrison, I was waiting. I said maybe he's a 

big crook or something and he's on the wrong side. I don't want to 
give him anything else. 

Q,. Only because he has been that busy. This is a receipt for one suit, 
first class, two-piece, $ 52 . 99 , - 

A. And the date. 

Q. The date is - 

A. October the - 

Q. October 27. Do you take it that that is 67 or 66? 

A. 66, wasn't it? 

Q. 66, all right. Here's is another one. 

A. Yes, that's the same. 
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Q. D. H. Holmes, and the number on thsi - this says charge to Irma 
Oppenheimer - 

A. Yes; that's my mother. 

7 

Q. jfi *> Was that in the same suit? 

A. Yes. That was in his pocket. That goes along with this ticket. 

But this is what I wanted him to see. Now, they were supposed to 

get that after he killed Jim Garrison - get that out; it was a plant. 

Q. Of course. Now may we identify the 3uit by the label in the lining? 

A. This is the coat ha went - I think; he went with Dr. Gallender(?) to 

the Junior League one time, and this is one of the 

pieces he bought. 

Q. Yes. Now just to be sure, let's get an identification of the make. 
This is a Chip(?), New York, New Haven, Cambridge and Boston. It says 
CHIPK. It lias up at the top a hanging label that says dry clean with 
a tiny imperfection abostte that. You see that. 

A. Ye 3. 

Q. Was there anything else in the pockets? 

A. That's all. It was obviaasly a plant. I just happened to see that, 
sir, because I'll tell you. This little house has been closed since 
the CIA left it. They had planted women there and men down here. You 
see the dubious operation with Godfrey. 

Q. You're talking about this little house behind your house. 

A. Yes. Slave house, they used to call it in the old days. 

Q. I was told there was such a house and that when he came to town he 
stayed there. 

A. Well, he stayed there this time because the CIA got him - oh. These 
women were driving him, in their o automobile. These women that I 
think were from the CIA. There wees two of them - 

Q. Can you describe them? 

A. I can't describe them. One was named Jane and one was named Barbara, 
but I forget their last names. 

Q. Canyou tell me what either one of them looked like? About how old? 

A. There was two » they were young girls. And they students at that 
school at Hammond. University at Hammond. 

Q,. Right. And can you tell me - 

A. Excuse me. And when they left, they wrote all over the walls, "Go 
to hell, Godfrey. The hell with Godfrey." Because he didn't kill 
the DA, I guess. 
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q. Yes. Now, could you give me a general description of them? First, 
with respect to height and then weight, you know? 

A. Well, Jane was very short and stocky, the other one was a medium 
height, sort of thin. 

Q. Hew thin? 

A. Just like a young girl is, thin. 

Q. Were the girls well-formed or shapeless? 

A. Well, the little one was sort of chubby; the other one was fairly 
well formed. I don't think you'd call them glamor girls. 

Q. I mean they were sort cf - had feminine shapo, not sort of flat- 
chested and masculine. 

A. No, but I always thought they wore lesbians; maybe I have an evil 
mind. 

Q. Not viith the CIA. 

A. Yes, I know what you mean. Now AmxtoBmimJLtariBiaam the boys downstairs, 
they got in there, and the boys downstairs lived over there. Godfrey 
came home from the hospital one day in that sam6 year, in a - 

Q. Do you mind if I hold this just a. second? , 

You were saying something about Godfrey just cams home from the hospital. 

A. Yes.- He cams - (slight interruption) 

He came home from the hospital, and I could tell when I got him on the 
bbus that he shouldn't be coming home because he was acting terribly 
violent. When he got in the house, he said, "You are the most horrible 
creature that ever lived. I have to kill you." So I was very upset, 
and I said, "Please don't kill me tonight; kill me in the morning." 

So I went to sleep up here and he came sneaking by the door but he 
didn't get in. Well, the next morning the first thing I went down- 
stairs to call this man wha to whom I am now married - to call this 
man. Bill Jerome, to come get him because I was afraid and I wanted 
to get him back to the hospital. Well, lust when I picked up the 
phone, Godfrey jumped at mo and beat me to a pulp. 

Q. With his hands? 

A. With his hands. And he broke a hand. And he was - he ran up - 

Q. His hand or yours? 

A. His hand. On my head. And I was blood from head to foot and^I^was 
lying on the floor. When he broke his hand, he ran upstairs I think 
to get the gun to finish me off, but I had the gun in my purse and 
he didn't know it. I went to the phone and I called the police and ^ 

I told them that somebody was killing m3, and they said, "Who is it?" 
and I said, "Well, I don’t know.” Naturally, you don't incriminate 
your son immediately without some thought. He said, "Lady, call me 
back when you know who it is." And hung up. Sc Godfrev came down- 
stairs and best me a little bit more, and then I said, I am dying, 
and all I could say the whole time was "You are making a mistake; 
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don't be e murderer. You are making a mistake. Dorit be a murderer." 
So I said, "I think you've killed me," and he said, "Good." And he 
went and got a sheet and he threw it over me and he wiped his hands 
together and he said, "F s ther Ignatius ( ^ ) told me it would be hard 
to do but he told mo I would accomplish \it . " With that, I dragged 
myself out on the street and a Negro man,, said - I asked this Negro 
man for help. Instead, he started to come in the house and saw 
Godfrey and he ran, and my neighbor, lies'. Williams, a_ colored lady 
from down the street, came to help me, arid she said, "Did he do it?" 
pointing to the Negro, and I said, "No." She was going to go catch 
the Negro for me. I said nc. She lad me to her house and that's how 
I suppose my life was saved. Well, the reason I am telling all this 
I want to explain how the girls got in the house back there. 

Q. These are the 3ame two girls you mentioned earlier, Jane and - 

A. And Barbara. Yes. The two bojs lived back there and they had 

asked me if 9 they could occupy my front apartment. And I said yes, 
that I would move upstairs and they could occupy the front apartment 
if they would get me tenants for the little house, but pi didn't 
want any women, because women are hard to handle as tenants and there 
are always complications with women. Well, then when Godfrey beat 
me up and when I was in the hospital, they had to put me in oxygen; 

I hemorrhaged for three days and I prayed I wouldn't die. Naturally, 
I didn't want my child bo be a murderer. So while I was on the flat 
of my back, they moved o these two babes into the apartment,. So when 
I came back I was still in shock for many months afterward and I 
didn't have the strength to say I didn't want them and just let them 
stay there. That's how they happened to be there. 

Q. In the apartment in the house, not the little slave quarters. 

A. Yes. The boys had lived in die slave quarters but they moved into my 
- they rented the whole downstairs for $loo, and they rented that to 
girls for $85* 

Q. The old slave quarters. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Are there any other occasions on which your son was violent or made 
throa ts? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Would you explain. 

A. Many occasions. 

Q. Excuse me. Did they begin at any poiht in his life? 

A. Yes, they do. They begin at apoint when - he always used to tell - 
you see, I moved over here when I left my husband; that's how I got 
in this kettle of fish - and I moved over here. Now, this upstairs 
was rented to two lawyers, a man and his wife - Kim McPherson and 
his wife. Godfrey always used to tell me that they were Communists 
and I used to think that was sort of ridiculous, you know. So in the 
year 1963, I was up here and they gave me seme cookies to give to_ 
Godfrey in a legal pad; they put them on top of a legal pad, and 1 = 
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took them downstairs and I put them in a plate, and then ^ saw under 
the first page there was a card, so I looked at it. And it looked to 
me like plans to overthrow the United States by making the south 
secede from the Union. It was like ABC. I have the card. I was 
going to show that if I evsr got to talk to Mr. Garrison 

Q. You have the card now? 

A. Yes, I have it, 

Q,. I think that's important. Do you remember (unintelligible) 

A. Oh, sure. Jim and Jackid. 

Q. Jim and Jackie. Let's net forget (unintelligible) 

A. Yes. Well, - 

Q. By the way. And I think it would not be a bad idea if you initialed 

any .... 

A. Yes. 

Q. So you could identify it later. Any kind of mark. 

A. Yes. So, - well, when I got those plans, it looked like outline for 
a lecture, and - the Negroes. li The Negroes, because .it said some- 
thing about the slave revolt and old Home and all that, and the plan 
was to make Mississippi secede from the Union and they were going to 
take over. So I said, oh, my goodness, to myself, I 'vs been maligning 
my poor son. My son's bean^right all the time. So I ran up to his 
room, and I said, "Godfrey ,/you^ve been right all the time. Look what 
Jackie and Jim gave me to see." He looked at it and his face got 
hard, and he said, "I'll take care of that." And he ran out of the 
hous e . 

Q.. About when was this? 

A. That was in August. So Efter that my life was hell. Well, I didn’t 
know what to do then, who to send this to, you see; these plans to. 
Who to inform or anything. So I'm always praying. You know when you're 
ail alone, you pray, you ask God to help 9 you and everything, and I 
was going through the usual thing and my eye fell on a newspaper and 
there was a letter in it by George Singleman who is supposed to be a 
greet States Righter. So I thought, this must be a good man. I 'ms 
going to call him and tall him. So I called him and bold him and he 
. got fmrtoracs perfectly furious with me; said it was a lie, there was no 
truth to it. So he said, "send it to anybody but the Kennedys". Sc 
naturally, I'm going to send it to the Kennedys. So I sent it to Bobby 
Kennedy; he’s the Attorney General, but I don't trust Bobby Kennedy 
and I like the other guy. So - maybe he won't even get it and then 
what shall I do? So then I thought shout it, and I thought I will 
send this to McGeorge Bundy. I will sand it to him, in care of him, 
to give to Bobby, and I'll send it unsealed so that he can read it 
if he cares to. At that time I dind’t know he was the secret head of 
the CIA. Since then I found it out because I read this - I either 
found it in the Invisible Government or in Esquars Magazine; I don't 
know which one. But - 
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Shortly thereafter I disappeared and my ex-husband saw me. I was 
scared to death of him really. I thought at first he was going to 
kill me, you know. And so my ex-husband saw me. ... Just s moment 
.... He was still playing ... 30 I said all right. I didn't tell 
anybody and I went over there for 3 or 1; days. When I came back I 
was lying across ny bed and everything was open in the house. And 
Jim and Jackie came home from work and Jim - and Jackie tells Jim, 
"Jim, they got her." And I said to her, "Who?" And she runs to me 
and puts her arms around we and says, "Marge, you’re in danger." 


Says, "Ms rge 
dangerous, 


please move to the little house where it 
How 


•won't be 


Q. 

A. 


No. No. II 
Right after 
of Reprosen 
I caid, "Ji 
suggestions 
said, "I'm 
you how to 
to manage i 
paiga but I 
But I'm goi 
muni at and 


aac 


th& t ■ 3 


a friend. 


didn’t. But I think .... 

that Jim came to me and said, "I am running for the House 
tetives and you are going to be my campaign manager." So 
m, I don't know anything about managing a campaign or any 
. You ought to find out about managing a campaign." He 
taking you over to the Pont char train Hotel. We will show 
manage a campaign." I said, "Okay." He still wanted me 
t. So I said to myself, I don’t know how to manage a earn- 
'd certainly going to go ... 

:ag to tell everybody in this ward 
I'm going ..... 
what happened , you know. So, and I had mentioned that to 
Shortly thereafter they 


that- 1 think he's a Co ra- 
il use of Represuntati 


A. 


... So he had to kill me because I was an enemy of the Communists. 

He was very soi’ry, but I had to go. 


• 0000 

A. Yes. It was after this incident about ... 


Q. 


A. 


I had told him, 
night he 
which was where 


"Keep cairn. Don't got upset, Godfrey. V And 
think I was in iaa Jim and I remember 
I had been. Where was I going to go instead 




Q. 


ves. 
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Q. You mean you read it. 

A. Yes. Well, — 

Q 

A. Well, just about that time the doorbell rang and it was Josie Halli- 
gan. She is the wife of the warden(?) who lived at the home of Pat 
Halligan. I said, "Oh, Josie, come in." No. Excuse me. That was 
the next morning that that had happened. That evening I was still 
worried I was calling different people and they would all try to 
break, would hang up on me. ”0h, don’t tell me that." Everybody's 
a coward, you know, and they don't want to be bothered or something. 
So I was really all alone. So the next morning - now I know what 
happened. Singleman called ... 

and told them. So the next morning he shows up with this Negro con- 
vict and I was deathly afraid of this Negro convict. Ana I says, 
"You^hevs that Negro convict over here. You know I’m terrifiea of 
him." And he said to me, "You ought to be terrified," and his eyes 
were so mean, and John Henry - that's this man's name. Well, he put 
John Henry on the steps that morning with some sandpaper, sand- 
papering the steps, but I think ostensibly, but I think to" watch me. 

I knew I was being watched because every time the phone would ring 
the sandpapering would stop. I said, "John Henry," this is going to 
take you ... " Oh. I told you I was terrified of him, but it's not 
true. Of course, I'm not, and I handed him e cigar and .... 

I think eventually . „ . 

Fell, anyway, the bell rang, and it was Josie Halligan, the wife of 
the ..... came over to get ... I said, "Come in, Josie," 

and I took her in the back and showed her this thinig, and I said, 
"Okay. Whan are we going to do?" She said, "Give it to rate and we'll 
have copies made." We ran down to City Hall and got some copies made 
She took one and I kept the others. I said, "Josio, I want to talk 
to you a minute. You do what you have to do as a good American and 
I'll do what I feKraxiBxkB think I have to do." So, the year after 
her husband died. I don’t - I haven't seen her since or heard from 
her. What she did or what she said she never did say. So, 

Q never heard any more about it. 

A. Not jastix from Josie Halligan. 

Q. Anybody else? 

A. No. But . everything ... sort of happened in my life. I think he 
brought it to Bobby and I said that he understands that there is no 
Communist influence in Negro uprising and this is merely to prove 
that there is. And I said I am sorry to say I think that you're prob 
ably in on it. I said, now I would report my own son if he .... 
report. I sent this to McGeorge Bundy, and I said to him, Mr. Bundy, 
I know you're not an errant boy but I do want this to get to - you 
know, to Bobby, and I figured you'd tell JFK. I said, X don't 
answer this please, because these people I am reporting are ray best 
friends. we are like one big fatally and I am heartbroken ... and I 
said, we use the same mailbox. Just do whatever* you think is right 
... and I will feel that I have done what I should do. Now, on this 
thin]? - it was typewritten, but on the top of it in large figures in 
... handwriting, there was a notation, "We are not leaving." In his 
handwriting, and I mentioned that. I said. This is a man who wants - 
this man is going to run for the Hori.se of Representatives. 
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A . 


A. Hot that I know of. 

Q. 

A. Nothing. 


A. Well, then he was ana I was and I came 

running out, and I yellsd upstairs to Godfrey, and Godfrey 

cane out on the porch, and he said, "What are 
you crying ior?', or something j.ike that, you know. 3o, vjell, anyway, 
then 

cried my eyes cut, and meanwhile , let’s see how it was. Oh. This 
boy was missing. Ron Cha table e/ . . . . 

Q. . Spell that. 

A. RonnyV C K A M B_L Y. He 1 s a member of nhe New Orleans Symphony. 

And haA.*» was .Living up here . tpo,^and v^hen he was up 

there, he would keep watch and he would tell me when he had 

uo go bacic to the hospital. Because X tried to keep him out ss much 
as I could. I never dreamed, you know, that anybody ... 
coming back on the l+th of July to live here again that summer. 


Yss. Well, even that, too. 
to Godfrey 


He’s a mental case. But he was nice(?) 


A. 
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Q. 

A. I asked him to, and then, you know .... 

Anyway, it seems like - it seems to me this was Sunday night after 
the president was murdered. I heard a oar drive up 
by the little house, and I heard some laughing - laughter, just 
insane, horrible laughter - and I heard a man jump out and slam the 
door. ass' Shan this car drove out and the man ran across the yard and 
ran upstairs. The man, of course, went up to see Godfrey. Pound 
out he was very Ronny 

The next morning very early around 7 o’clock S&agxay got up and came 
down and said, "Mrs. Kirkpatrick, it's time to put Godfrey back in 
the hospital. He says he said his job was to murder President Ken- 
nedy , ” So, of course, at that time 

Q. 

A. Yes, he said that. Incidentally, I have 

Somebody knocked on the door and 

Anyway, Ronny said was a 

So, Godfrey asked what ho should 
him go to the FBI. Ronny said 
I saw Godfrey and I said, "Go to the FBI ... 


Q. 

A. Ho, these were the men who had murdered Kennedy. 

Q. 

A. ITo, he didn’t because I ’was there 

In other words, they would have thought I was in on something. 
At first, I wondered 


murderer. And he's very 
do about it. And I told 
So later on 


Q. 

A. I don't remember. At first, when he first went in, he used to tell 
me the President is in trouble 


A. 


So Monday morning I looked in 
where had arrested either two 
of Kennedy . . . 


the paper and I saw a little squib 
or three Hew Orleanians for the murder 
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Q. 


Q. Alvin leauboeuf ? . , , 

A. He was with those who So when. I saw it in the paper, I .. 

0. I never mentioned it to you. 

A. * 0 . 

Q. 

A. told me he was the FBIajc - I mean the CIA 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. Yes o' Well, I ! ve never been interested because 

Q.. 

A. Yes, he did 

Q. 

A. No. I told him once that - he would get well and then it looked like 
- it seems ha would start getting calls on the phone from these Kennedy 
Keil with security. He'd go into that and he'd erefc sicker, 

you know. Then one time - I was to 

that was a terrible thing, let's put it that way, but 

no t ^ put in a nuthouse. So he aays to me, he didn't say anything, but he 
tonight's the night / put a littl e note on ' saying 

in his room, with & man. So I 


the police found thi 
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A. He fed light brown hair. Veil, anyway, he said, "Get out of my way." 

And he said, "Put your clothes on and get out of here." 3 

They're going to take care of you later. 


A. No. And he never admitted it. 

Q. May I ask you this: ... 

A. Well, hi s wife said . . . 

2a ih. Yeah. 

A. 
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Q,. 

A. He's (She's?) a friend of City Shaw's 


A. ... Yes , indeed . 
to .... 

the'; time 


You know we don't want anybody 
Mrs. Kirkpatrick? ... My Grod . At 
but since that time 


now DO we 
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A. . he's «n enemy of mins. 

Q. 

A. No, he hung up on me . ... I don't like the way he ... 

I used to speak to him abouo that darky(?) down, the street. And I 
says, MR. . .. And he says ... And he hung up on me. 

And I wouldn't call him hack. That's all. 

Q. 

A. Uh, ... went to the hospital to get out. 0 n e 

time I was there at £ o'clock in the morning ... end had all the 

lights on. He kept all the lights on. And 
all kind of things . . . 

q. 

A. Yes. 

Q. 

A. Yes. So all - all the lights were lit and I knew someone ... 

in the kitchen and ... alleyway. So, this was one 

time I was afraid, and I got out of the shower (?) and pinned a towel 
around me and I saw this man 

and I knew it was Johnson. And E said, "Johnson, you, uh, turn those 
lights on immediately or I'm going to call the police." He said, 
"mother, this i3 the Siamese glow. He said, these cacs 

now. I said, stop that foolishness and turn the lights on. 
do ho turned the .lights on and got In a car. Somebody was waiting 
for him in a car. 

q. 

A. No. outfit. Somebody 

- they had him there - somebody had him there to kill me. I know it. 

q. You didn't get any idea of ... 

A. Oh, no. I couldn't Just ran out 


1 

i 

I 


End of Tape 1, side 1 
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Pi.rst tape, side 2 


T di<3 _ it never da -mad me until Garrison cane up with, this ... 
end everything. 

Before wo -hang <3 - before we go on to other tilings, I’d like to ssk 
5 faw of you once you got a chance. _ No, don’t keep your hand over 
the microphone; it won't pick it up like that. 

Oh. 

T don’t have any identification pictures with me, but^wher^ycu get a 
chance would you cell hr. Iron in hr. Garrison s 
forget the name, he's the chief investigator. 

I know it, I 1 11 remember it. 

An- I'm voi "St to tell him about this. And he has a whole series oi 
‘.mL' I think it would 60 a vary good idea if you could look at 
. . .. . D i c turcs end see if any of ohovn - I’d suggeao two ways, uou-3 
wUl'tell you bettor - but Mo things: uhettor you aver saw then or 

rot or whether they suggest someone you may bay© sasa ana you .3 0-. 
certain, you know? 

On , hm . 

Xt w«v help identify some of these people who you don' t know whom 
loJve seen. It may be that nothing will come of it. And it may be 
that he'll have a chance to send somebody to you wiun tue puc-ur-w. 

ir. don't have a set of identification pictures with me . ^ x th_nk 
it "'would be important for you to lock at these pictures, oao - 
including in Godfrey's interest, dud I think also i m ..atxsfxe 
because Jim Garrison told me that you want the truta. 


Of 


l QHV S S 


TO * 


So it would be in both interests, both in the interest of your son 
and in the interest of truth. I would like to asK you oo do that 
sometime when it's convenient for you. I’ll teli Louie u.nao 7 
3 °T n ;- to do it. I'm going to make a note of that so I »on’t xorpt. 
f ow *i a there anything else on the Kennedy part that yon »«i* 

No. Offhand, no. 

there anything else about cany of his other friends that you can 
think of? Did he ever mention any names at.alx chat, may vo-ae oac.-c 
to you, or having been with people of any kind : 

Nc. 

Or having been with people any place? 

No. 

Wes he ever sway from town for long periods of time? 

He used to go on these trips, but we just thought he w..s h~ 
just running away, you knew. 
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Q. 

A. 


A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 


A. 

Q. 

A . = 


3. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 


A. 

Q. 

A 


For how long: 

A few days. 


Did he ever- tell you about beatng in the Washington area? 

He . 

Did he ever tell you about phoning people? 

He didn't tell ms, but I knew that he did. I'xa sent the list of 

calls to Mr. Garrison. 

I've seen the list. I asked. 

Uh-huja. I was a little bit worried. It.iought maybe it was ... 
or crank calls he was making. 

I think you should know. I don't know all the calls. I * rri going to 
l®srn them. i'll send it to either Mr. Ivon or Mr. Garrison 
^ sure they 11 xst you know . hut one of those numbers T recog-* 
nize as that of the Defense Dept. 

Um-hm . 

It’s RB7-p7.. 

ibu see,^ it could be that he was just - I thought it could be like 
los .of these mental cases, just make crank calls all the time. 

Well, ahey may nave been, but one of them amounted to a little money, 
as I remember ic. 

Yes. 


You see, Mr. Garrison wanted me to look at these things because I come 
from the Washington area. 


Uh-huh. 

I used to work in Washington for years. Now I live about $0 miles 
away. So anything like that that we learn - so far as. I'm concerned. 
I can't speak for Jim but I know him. Anything at all that can be 
helpiul to you. I'm satisfied, you can depend on. As long as tliere's 
nothing improper about it. 


Uh-huh. 


Garrison won't do anything improper. 
Right . 


Q. I don't want you to think he will. 
A . No* 


Q. 


Because I know him pretty well, and I'm sure if if there's 
he can help you he's going to ifcant to. 


any way 
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A . Um-hm. 

Q. Now, uh, about - is he about 27 now? 

A. No, he must be about 32. 

Q. 32. About when did he first s$art leaving - did he first 

not live with you? And do you know anything - 

A. He always lived with me. 

Q. Till when? 

A. Always. 

Q. Always. He's never lived away. 

A. No. Because he never had a job. 

Q. Right. How long was he gone when he was gone for a short period of 
time? 

A. Sometimes he'd be gone for a week, but he'd always wire for money or 
he'd uh - one time he wound up in Bellevue Hospital. 

Q. In Mew York. 

state 

A. Ye3. Then another time he was in Mexico and the/cops brought him 
back. 

Q. Do you remember when that was? 

A. No. I don't. But I could look all that up because I found someplace 
where he had gone - 

Q. Do you have records on these things? 

A. Well, just since I got interested in it, I - he told me never to throw 
away any of his stuff. I have bushels of papers of his, you know - 

Q. Would you mind letting Hr. Garrison have them to go over? 

A. Well, { - 

Q. I'll be very frank with you. I think it's important that we know when 
he was in Mexico. 

A. Well, I was going to tell you. I got something there that says he went 
down to the Bureau of Vital Statistics to get a birth certificate. I 
thought maybe that would - 

Q. He must have needed this to get in. Do you know when it was? 

A. No, but I can find it, I think. 

Q. If you have no objection, I'd like to take these back and give them 
to Mr. Garrison or Mr. Ivon. In this case, it would probably be 
better to give them to Mr. Ivon so he can go over them befors Mr. 
Garrison. Mr. Garrison's too busy - 
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A. 

Q. 

A. 

9 - 

A. 

9 - 

A. 

9 . 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

9 . 

A. 

9 .. 

A. 

9 . 


Well, there's no use to give him all this. It's just a lot of trash 
mostly. But X could get it all - 

You never know. 

I could get out what I - what I think is - 

Whatever way you think because it's your property, but I would - 

Yes . 

I would suggest to you - 

Oh, it's a lot of poems, and writings and scribblings. I can pick out 
what looks like - 


V 


A. 

9 . 

A. 

9 . 

A. 


ou never know. You never know wnat's niudsn in there. 

Yes. I went over some of it - 

You see what I mean? 

part 

I went over saxas of it, you see, when I was going to see one of these 
DA's, that's where I got that stuff from that I gave him. I didn't 

have that right in ay hand. It was in a bunch of junk. 

You never know what - wall, now, it may sound far out but might even 
be a cods or something. 

Well, sure, I - I - 

Or there may be something in other people's handwrighting that may 

bo important, see? 

Yes. Right. Gan I go in there and get this - see if I can get this - 
I think I put it - 

Certainly. Mrs. Kirkpatrick, when we had the tape recorder off, you . 

got some papers you’d put aside, and I’ve been going through v*hera witn 
vou, and you just handed me one dated 8-5-66. Southeast -Louisiana 
Hospital, and it has on it the name of Dr. - it looks like Sla strand. 
Does that sound right, Slastrand? 

I don't know . 

Wall, In any event, you said that at this time, when he was uisenarged, 

he came back and tried to murder you. 

Yes. Ho’ji, I spoke to a Dr. Graham when I got him. 

Yes . 

I went into the doc tor’s office and, as is the case sc often with. 

psychiatrists, the doctor looked like he was nuttier, than Che patienc. 
And he jumped at me and he said, "what do you think? and . t 3a id,. 
"Think about what?" and then, I said, "We 11* do grou mean do yaasu-Skxak 
I think he should go home? If you think he should go home, I want him 
to have a holiday if p you think he's well enough to go. As soon as - 
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Q. How about - 

A. As soon as I got him on the bus I realized he was violent. Oh. And 
when I was going to take him that day, one of the attendants, a lady 
a nurse in a white nurse’s uniform came to me, "Mrs. Kirkpatrick, 
you're not going to take Godfrey home. He's violent. He's hitting 
everybody. " 

Q. How about Dr. Sneed whose name's on here? 

A. I didn* t speak with him. That day I spoke with Dr, - I think it was 
Bill Graham. I know it was Graham. 

Q. Yes. This was when he was at Mandeville. 

A. Stoi sx bus six wfcaamiuax aa ax sit mMamiaarmiiis m Yes. 

Q. Right. I'll turn this off now until until we go through some others. 
Resumed . 

Q. You have just given me a a British Foresign Service envelope You 
identify with Dr. Gannon and you say that the handwriting on it is 
that of Dr. Gannon. 

A. I called the police. I saw my son walking in front of here. I know 
my son very well. Known him for over 30 years . Know him well. I 
called the police and I told them that Godfrey - and then that's when 
I told them - I said I've got to do something. This boy has threatened 
the DA. I warned the DA but he's out again. Well, this young cop 
runs to the phone and says, "I'm going to tell the DA." I said, "Bully 
for you. You're the first copy that - I don't know of the DA knows it. 
Cause Ive told people and told it. I don't even know if the DA knows 

it." So sure enough he got the DA and talked to him. I was very happy 

Well, then I saw him again the next day walking in front here, looking 
up, looking up. So a few days later when we called the hospital said 
Godfrey had never been out of the hospital. It was a lir. 

Q. That was which hospital? 

A. It was - that was Jackson. East Louisiana Hospital. 

Q. When did he go there? 

A. He went to Jackson - he was in Mandeville, and the day this case broke 

in the papers they sent him t o Jackson. And they sent - 

Q. The day Garrison's case broke in the paper? 

A. Yes. And I sent the telegram to Mr. Garrison to show. In the tele- 
gram they said "We have put your son in Jackson. If you want to know 

more about It get ih touch with us." The day it came out in the paper 

Q. Do you remember the doctor who was in charge of his case then? 

A. Wo. But he has the telegram. He has the telegram. And XxwaanAi 

now wasn't that weird? 
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Q. It certainly was a coincidence . 

A. Now. It's one of those coincidences that are always happening - 
; Q. This case is full of them. 

A. Yes. So I never did even find bother to call and ask him. Why? 

Because I knew why. And I don’t want to hear any more lies. I knew 
why they pub him over there. Uh, then - so they said that he wasn’t 
i out at all, so I wrote to Godfrey and I said, "Godfrey, a lot depends 

on your truthfulness. Were you out last week? Were you in the city 
of New Orleans last week? Please tell me the truth, "if you were, I 
have more enemies than I think I have and you have, too." And he 
didn't answer. And he didn't answer, and didn't answer. But right 
before his birthday on May 2, every day I was sending him a present 
and so I sent him so many birthday presents that he had to write to 
me to thank me. 3o he said, "Mother , he didn't sav hs was out, 

§ hut he said, "But, mother, I was only trying to be a good soldier." 

\ And he said - 

| 

| Q. Do you have that letter? 

A. I'm going to try to find it for you. And he said- he' said - I won't 
destroy any of them. He said, "Mother, I was only trying to be a good 
soldier and I will give up my life for my country." That was his way 
of saying, Yes, I was oufc , ' I ’ $ sure. You see. And they lied yp there 
at the DA s office and told them he wasn't out. 

Q. At the hospital. 

A. Yes.' They called him. 

Q. Yes. And you ere now writing on the copy of the bill from Ochsner 

Hospital the information that that bill covered the injury to you when 
Godfrey beat you up. 

•{i 

;j A. Yes. It is. 

■j 

Q. Pins. I will turn it off again. 


Q. While you've been noting this, I've asked you to go over the records 
that you have and to make sort of a chronology of when Godfrey was in 
what hospital so that you would know when he was confined and where 
and when he was free to walk around. Now, of course, I understand 
that he got out of Mandeville fairly often. 

A . Yes. 

Q. Right. I' , m saying "right” for you because the head nod doesn't show. 

A. Yes. 

Q. I'm going to turn it off again now. 

A. All right. 

Q. You've given me a postcard dated Febury 8, I960, addressed to Mrs. 

Pill Quake Putrick and unsigned. It's addressed to Mad Marge and it's 
signed in a way to indicate that you are a mother monster. 
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A. That's right;. 

Q. And this is from your daughter-in-law, Mary Helen Ferrar. 

A. Yes. 7 Maud Ellen. 

Q. I'm sorry. Maud Ellen Ferrar. 

A. Pevikoff (?) . He would be considered a messenger boy for Pevikoff's 

office . 

Q. How what you 

A. Right after - excuse me. Right after all this broke about these plans 

being turned in to the Dept, of - Dist - Attorney General - the Attorney 
General, Pavikof broke with both MacPherson and Duponchet. They ware 
partners, and they were no longer partners when this all came out - 
was sent to Bobby Kennedy. It broke relationships. 

Q. Right. Now what you've been referring to is this seme card from Maud 
Ellen which begins, "An office boy in an attorney's firm" and you've 
said that Mr. MacPherson would have had this position 

A. Yes. 

Q. In effect. 

A. In effect, yes. 

Q. Because he was so junior 

A. Yes 

Q. In the Pevikof firm. 

A. Yes. 

A. 

°. Right./ This was just insane talk, I thought. He says that this thing 
was planned by the Sterns and that he was going to kill the Sterns. 

That is th 9 resso'n I finally had him put in Jackson because he was 
threatening tie life of Mr. Stern. I said, "There's no Mr. Stern.” I 
just said that. He said, ’’There is a Stern and I'm gonna kill him 
because he killed the President of the United States.’’ Of course, 

that's more insane talk, I thought And I had to tell them all 

- I had to tell most of this to - at the hospital down there to be 
sura that they would put him where he couldn't get cut, because he 
was threatening this man. This man doesn't even know it. He was 
threatening Mr. Stern. 

Q. The Fsb. 1 $ form of the NO Athletic Club, you say is the application 
of the man for membership sponsored by Mr. MacPherson, your former 
tenant? 

A. 1 say it was. I'm not sure, but I see it's signed by Joseph Gallen 
who is one of his friends. 

ft. Right. 

A. Right, uh - it was in November right before this investigation thing 
came out in the paperthe bell rang and it was two men and wanted to 
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speak to Mrs. Kirkpatrick, and they said, "We're from Washington." 

I said, "Just a moment. I'll be down." So I went down, and I said, 
"What Department are you from?" and they said, "Secret Service," and 
they shoved this thing in my face. 

Q. Did you take a good look at it? 

A. No. I didn’t have my glasses on. So they came upstairs and they 
wanted to talk about my son, and they just went on. And I said, 
"Before you say anything about my son, I went to tell you he's men- 
tally ill." And - I don't know, they questioned me about him - and 
questioned - they said they wanted to give him a job. I said, "A 
job?" They said, "He's brilliant." I said, "I know, but he's in- 
sane." I said, "Now, if it was the CIA wanted to give him a job 
and they looked funny when I said that, and they went on and on, and 
a couple of nights . later two more men came and said they weee from the 
Secret Service and they went on with a lot of questions. I never did 
find out actually why they were here. And then when all this broke 
in the paper I put two and two together and I realized that they all 
knew what was happening, but of course I didn't. 

Q. Yes. Do you know what those men looked like? 

A. Uh, I can see 'em. I said they we re young men. One was fatter than 
the other one and - my husband can because he came in when they were 
here. And I said, "Don't come in because James Bond is hare," and I 
was kidding and all ... 

I don't know what they wanted and I thought, "Oh, my God, don't tell 
me my child killed the President." And they asked me did I know any 
- did I hear any say about a murder or anything. And I didn't have 
the “President's murder on ray mind at the time and I said, "No." 

Q. How old would you say these men were? 

A. Uh - I would say they were in their early 30' s. 

Q.. Could you ask Mr. Jerome to write a description of them 

A. I could ask him. 


0,. And - maybo I might pick it up tomorrow. It could be important. 
A. Well, he's out of town. 

Q. When will he return? 

A$. He won't return till the weekend. 

Q. Could he address this to Mr. Ivon? 

A. Uh-hm. One of them was Mac somebody. Mac-somebody's last name. 
I don't know what it was. 

Q. Do you remember what he looks like? 

A. If I saw him 


But 


Q. How tall was he? 

A. Medium Height. Very affable. Very friendly and nice. 
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Q. Yes. 


hSJ“*Sh e *.n« 

- r W£s^n2j.ss e “ 

gg £2Z £"SS , 11 .f.“iJ;- 0 g- 

kill Garrison for Bobby Kennedy. gonn^ to 

@. *a Yes. 

” tilQ 7 went on about wiiafc a wonderful man Bobby Kennedy was 
ana how smart my son was and wanted to give him a good job and said - 

aw’” 1 hiS lif6 ‘ " Well » how do y° u a ’n Set 

aiong. J. said, 1. s nard but we manage. * 

Does your son have any special skills? 

No. None. 

Uh - do you know if he has any skills with firearms? 

That' s just what they asked me. They asked me if he knew aoy+-hin- 
about firearms and did he know how to assemble a gun.“ ' 1 ' & 

Do you know any - 

J- said, well, he went through military school. New Orleans Academy. 

Was he much of a shot then? 

I don't know. I don't even know whether they actualy did any shooting. 
Do you know if he had any weapons of his own? 

? e , didn,t t^Y 3 an ^ no * Sometimes when he'd get despondent though 

£? ss ■** *• ~ **» - srthsres. 


A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 


that with the knives. 
Yes. 


A. 


But I never saw any. The only gun I ever 
which Dr. Gannon gave me. And afterwards 
and wanted Dp. Gannon's gun back. 


saw was the one I 
aftercare center 


now have 
called up 


Q,. The after - who called up? 


A. The Aftercare Center. The doctor's aftercare - 
Q. Aftercare. 


A. Yes. And wanted the gun back. And 
formation. 


- he has all that in- 


Q. Did you ever Ask Dr. G an non why he gave a sick man a gun? 
A. Certainly I asked hom. He says he's not sick. 
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Q. Dr. Gannon says he was not sick? 

A. Wes. Yes. 

Q. How long had your son been institutionalized? 

A. Oh, golly, since he's 15. 

Q. In other words, for almost 15 years. 

A. Yes. He sees things, he sees great lights bursting in frnnt of his 

eyes, and everything. 

Q. Uh, did - do you have any idea of you own - now this is opinion and 
not fact - why Sr. Gannon gave a mentally ill man a gun? 

A. No. Ho^I have no^idea. And I said, I'm trying to get him back in 

the hospital. Dr. ^annon, he - he wants to go away, he wants to go to 
Canada. He said, "Well, he can go to Canada if he wants to." So he 
gave him the gun, and when he left, he says, ISure, I knew he was 
leaving; I gave him $7." I said. You gave him $7 to go to Canada? 
Well, I said, you know we have the gun. I said, the DA has the gun. 
The DA didn't have the gun. I ran down and got Jerome to take the 
gun down quickly to the DA and explain it all to him. Now I said, if 
you want the gun,: you go to the DA 'cause they want to talk to you 
anyway. 

Q. Do you know who gave it to him? 

A . Who - 

Q. In the DA's office? 

A. Yes, well - Pershing Gervais had it. He had it. 

Q.. He was then chief investigator? 

A. Yes. Well, what they did, when Bill laid them out down there at the 
Aftercare Center, bawled them out - what they did, they put Dr. Gannon 
in Mandsville, see? 

Q. Yes. 

A. And then from there I believe he was whisked away to Philadelphia. 

Q. Dr. Gannon. 

A. Yes. That's the last I now about him/ 

Q. Have you heard any - that's the last. 

A. No. That's all I know about him. 

Q. Is there anything you can think of about your conversation with Dr. 

Tom Rafferty - Dr. Rafferty? 

A. No, except when he ran away to New York I talked to one of the doctors 
there and I told him I was very worred because Godfrey was going to 
New York, he says, "Don't worry. He can £ake care of himself." One 
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of the doctors down there told me, I haven’t - I can't - I just don't 
want anything to do with doct ors that's down there because all have 
that attitude about him. He's a very sick man. 

I notice the yachting banner on chairs. Does your son have any 
interest in boats? 

A . Ho . 

Q. You've never known of him having a boat. 

A. Ho. Why does that keep coming up? 

Q. Because I have a description of a man with your son's name who cannot 
be your son. 

A. Um-hm. 

Q. Who I was told was working forthe CIA. I cannot prove it but I was 
told it. 

A. Um-hm. 

Q. This man has certain distinguishing characteristics from the descrip- 
tion I was given of him. One, that he was really gone on sailing; 
that he sailed dangerously, coming close to things. Another thing I 
was told about him, an identifying characteristic,, is that he always 
had a very high shine on his shoes. He carried a special gun, had a 
special holster, and that he was an expert shot. All this sort of 
thigg - 

A. Godfrey never shined his shoes in his life. He was a big slob. 

Q. So you see, I don't know how genuine my information i3. It may all 
be false 

A .= Yes . 

Q. But if it comes to me false, it may come to someone else false, and 
this is why I wanted a record. 

A. Um-hm. The only guy connected with sailing - I used to go out with a 
man named Gene {Jean?} Wallett who was a champion sailor. 

Q. But that has nothing to do with Godfrey. 

A.= No. Nothing whatsoever. Except that he used to come over here and 
Godfrey knew him, 

Q. Uh - going back to what you told me about the men he said had killed 
the President, do you remember anything else? 

A. Uh, no. No. Except that he was very and said they should 

kill him and put the body in the street and let it rot. That I rerae- 
ber and that he had gone to the FBI about it. 

Q. He didn't say who in the FBI? Do you remember the approximate date 
of that? 
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A. 


Q. 


TJh - that was about the Monday after the murder. 

_ , about that 

I want to make a note of that because I remember nothing/atxaii in 
the Commission's files. 

You never heard from the FBI? 


A. No. 


Q. No FBI men ever came to ask you about that? 

A. No. 

Q. Did he ever talk about having been to the FBI or any other federal 
agency at any time? 

said he 

A. Oh, yes. He /was always in touch with the FBI and the CIA. 

Q. Did he say with whom at the CIA? 

A . No . 

Q. He never mentioned the name of Mr. Gawss whose name was in his pocket? 

A. No. No, sir. 

Q,. Going back again to his friends, since we've been talking have you 
thought af any other friends? Of either sex? 

A. No. 

Q. You don't recall any other men ever having come to see him or ever 
called up and left word. 

A. Zes, there was one person. When I put him in Jackson because he was 
threatening Mr. Stern and he was always wanting 50 cents to buy kero- 
sene to burn his house, so you know he should have been in Jackson. 

I put him in there, and of course, I - I immediately began to suffer 
because I think. it's the most horrible place in the world. Well, 
anyway, I put him there and one day, he was in there \$uite a while - 
one day the bell rang and it was a great tall red -headed man and he 
said, I want to talk to you, Mrs. Kirkpatrick," in a very rough way 
and I said, what about? And he said, "You're not goipg to let me come 
int' and I said. Who are you? He said, "My name is Ronny Ramigof(?) 
and x am just out of Jackson and I want to talk to you about your son." 
'.fell, I said. What were you in there for§ He says, "Well, for beating 
my wife.'} I says, "Do you think that's very nice to do?" and he said. 
No, and I said, well that doesn't sound so terribly bad, so come on 
in. So when he came in, he said, "I want to tell you that they're 
going to kill your son up there." And he says - I* said. Why? He 
sa Y s s "Because he knows too much about the murder of Kennedy." And 
he said, ."They're torturing him up there now." And he said, "They're 
giving him stuff putting him out of his head, and they got him locked 
up in what they call an iron room up there. He told me all this. And 
so - oh, God; you might know what that did me. I said, can you drive 
me up there, Ronny? He said. Anytime you want to go. I said, What 
about right now? He said. Well I have a date. I said. Call the girl. 

the gas and all, Ronny. I said I have $20 in my purse. 

So ox x we go. And we're out on the road, almost there, about aboi; 
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halfway there, when a cop stopped him. And they went around to ahe 
bask of the car and they talked a long time, and I said. If we ” ere 
speeding, of f icer , this young man's doing me a great xavor,. — 

■/Son. " 


Q. 

A. 


taking me to see my 


Hs 


says, ho, you weren't speeding. So 


Q. 

A. 


Ronny got back in the car and we drove off. A no Ro - 

Did Ronny say what he was stopped for? 

Well, coming to that. Ronny said, ”I;m gonna tell you mis X he stopped 
me. He thought I was gol g to kill you.” _ He saia, I m a - I m a 
he said, ”1 have been in Angola." He said, ‘2Dm a convict and I ve 

«rj for attenuated murder," he said. He said, they must ve go 

word somewhere that I was gonna do you in. And they told me i m gonna 
be watched, and they're gonna watch us get there and watch us come ^ 
back, and not to touch you." "Oh," I said, "Ronny, I m not afraid, 
of course, I was. 

Q,. How heavy a man was Ronny? 

A. Ronny 's a big fellow. 

Q. More than six feet? 

A. Six feet and maybe a little more. 

dop6. He's a dope addict. Now, uh - 


and also he was on 


Q. Are you sure that's his right name? - Did ha ever - 

A. Oh, yes, I'm sure It was Ronny Ramisoft?) .... 
used to corns around here after that, you know. 

Q. Yes. 

A. And uh - 


because he 


What did you find out when you got to the hospital? 

Nothing. That Ronny - that Godfrey ran up to Ronny and they talked 
a little in low tones and IxsaiM^ then Ronny and I - I =.aid,_ well, 
honey, I'm goamg to try to get you out of here, and get you in... 


like you want,” you know. And maybe 


. t wss 


a plot or a plan, I don't 


know. I just don't know. But he brought me homw as)f ely . And th.n 
he had to come back in and everything ana visit me and llJf -° ^ ’ 

so I had a detective coming around, because someone had - wha. do you 
call it -• cased this joint up here. 

Cased it? 

v e s cased it. One day the bell rang and a nice-looking man in a 
trlkch “St started to ask, to said, "I ».nt to investigate these 
nice (?) places." I said, "Well, if you want to investigate them, 
you ask them." Ha made me mad - 

Q. Did he identify himself? 

A. He said - No; he didn't identify himself. 


Q. 

A. 


q. What did he look like? 

A. Nise -looking. Nice-looking fellow. 
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Q. Did he have an accent? 

A. No. 

Q. About how tall was he? 

A. Medium height, brown eyes, very magnet icslaskiag brown eyes, nice- 
looking . guy , well-dressed. Looked like the kind of guy that would 
be driving a sports car. I don’t know whether he was or not, but he 
looked rea_L sharp. You iinow. So, then he smiled and he was winning 
my confidence. And then he started asking me ail these questions. 

Did they have anything expensive up there, do they have a collection 
of cons up there, do they have any antique furniture, what days does 
the maid come, and where's the back steps, and all that, you see. So 
when the - and then he left. And when Jackie came home I told her. 
and right away she said, "Margie, he was casing this joing." And so 
she called her husband, jim. And so that's when she called the detec- 
tives and the detectives came over and this guy Milton Meyer brought 
me all these mug shots to look and see if X could find the fellow. 

He says, "But what I can't understand is this guy wanting to pull a 
second-story heist, he called it. And - so, anyway, when Ronny was 
coming over, this was a good excuse. I said, "Ronny, you know I don't 
want you to get in trouble, honey, because, "I said, "you know this 
Milton Myer’s over here all the time and everything," and I said, "As 
a matter oi j.act, he’s leaving his wife and is going to move over here." 
And that was ohe best way of keeping Ronny from coming here because I 
was scared to death of Ronny, you see. So, anyway, right after that I 
took Godfrey out; my mother wsntxlaant lent me the money to put him in 
dePaul{ ? ) . X couldn’t stand to see him tortured and everything like 
that - 

Q. Did he show any signs of torture?' 

A. No. But he says you don't know what goes on up there. And ush, he 
says - ^cjrmiaBhHiasax X says, "For instance, what?7 He said they told 
him to mop the floor and he told them "F U'" you know, and they took 
him and locked hip up in this iron room they call it. And oh! the 
things he told me, any mother would run up there and take her son out. 
So, I couldn’t stand to keep him but one month in DePaul because I 
couldn't pay^any more, so I took him out again, you see. And then I 
j.orget when j. had to put him back in. But that's the story of that. 

Q. He’s in Jackson now. 

A . Yes. 

Q. Have you see him recently? 

A. No, but he wrote to me he would do his duty for his country if it 
meant his life 0 He was just trying to be a good soldier. 

Q. How long ago? 

A. Uh - that was just a few days ago. 

Q. What do you think he meant by that? Do you think he meant Garrison 
again? 

A. I meant - I think that he meant that he was out but he couldnt' tell 
me. Do you remember when I asked them if he was out and they said he 

■ i. . - x. j.i. J_i. 1 j_ ° 
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but he couldn’t tell me. You remember when I asked them if he was 
out fckaJb and they said he wasn't out. I think that he meant that 
he was out. 


Q. That's right. That's when you think he had been out. 

That ' swhat I think he meant. 

A. /I think - because I had been writing and saying, please tell me the 
truth. Were you in town those days. He never answered until I sent 
all the presents and then he said he just wanted to be a good soldier. 

He was willing to give up his life to be a good soldier. Now after 
this murder of Kennedy, the boy would always say to me - you see, 
right after it happened, I kept bombarding the Picayune with letters 
to investigate the murder of Kennedy. I said, it doesn't make sense. 

And I would write these letters, and write and write to the editor. 

They didn't publish or anything, but I'd keep writing. And every 
time it was his birthday or the birthday of his assassination - I mean 
the annivarsay - I would, write again and try to spur them on again, you 
know, and say I think ibs a disgrace, you know. Fell, every time I 
would start these letters, this boy would run after me. So the last 
time when Bill was up here he grabbed me by the throat and said, "You're 
trying to ran ruin the CIA." I didn't know what he was talking about, 
you see? 

Q. Bill who? 

A. Bill's my husband. 

Q. Ph, yes. 

A. He -was here when it happened and so he didn't do anything to me. 

And -then another time - 

Q. What made him think that you were trying to r-uin the CIA? 

A. Well, I didn't know. But now that this investigation is coming out, 

I'm beginning to see what he was talking about. 

Q. Bo you think your husband really believes that Godfrey was connected 
with the CIA? 


A.=-I don't know what my husband believed. Sometimes I think he's con- 
nected with them bo cause he showed up right after - he showed up in 
January right after the murder. He's been here - 

Q. January of '6i|.? 

A. Yes. And he’s been here ever since. 

Q. uh, he ' 3 out of town on business now. Do you know where? 

A. Uh, right at the present time he's in Morgan City. But he'll come 
back in. 

Q. Do you know that he's writing insurance when he's there? 

A.- He doesn't sail insurance. He sells concrete. This is another 
husband , Jerome . 

Q. Yes. He sells concrete. 
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A. Yes. Now. I think that - I dontt know, but ... 

he got this wonderful^ job with Roll(?) Equipment Company, they were 
ws ® going to make $ 50,000 a year and all that kind of 
stuff. And I - since these men had offered my son a job, I figured 
they'd offer my husband a job next, you know. And I think that was 
she job o Because whenever I would say I’m going to the DA, Bill, my 
husband, would say to me, don’t you go to that District attorney. 

7 ou him. . So finally, when Godfrey came back and I knew 

■Ci^ac cne District Attorney’s life was in danger, I went to the dis- 
trict attorney. He lost his job the same day - a couple of days 
afterwards. And he jumped at me and he just cursed me from A to Z 
and said he didn’t want to have anything to do with me and my imbe- 
cile^ 3on and ray whole family and all that. So that made me think - 

never did ^ tell ms he had lost his job but I knew he did because 
he didn t have his car and he kept making up excuses why he didn’t 
have it. He lost ^ his job the minute I went to that DA. So I figured 
that that was a little payoff. He might have been - you can’t tell 
about people. And he might have been telling them, you know, he could 
keep me shut up and this and that and - I don’t know. Maybe it’s 
true and maybe it's not but - 

Q. How old a man Is he, do you know? 

A. He's a - L|_0. He’s 12 years younger than I era. 

Q. Yes. And how tall is hei 

A. About 6 feet tall. 

Q. About 6 feet? 

A. Yes. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 

Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


What color is his hair? 

Sisnis Black hair and black eyes. Dark brown. 
Slim or heavy build? 

Heavy, 


Almost. Not quite. About 175 - 

And what’s the name of the concrete company where he now works? 

Oh. He won’t even tell me - he don't tell me anything. I think he 
said Concrete Specialty Company. 


Did you ever see any of his paychecks? 

No. 

So you don't really know of your own knowledge where he is working. 

i he ’ S for the conc ”et9 company. I do believe 

it. Ana I do know that he was very disappointed when he lost out on 

that other job and why - he had never said anything unkind to me until 
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I went to the District Attorney and then he even hit me. 

Q. When you told him you'd been there. 

A. He knew I was going. He knew I was going. 

Q. But did he know - how did he know you had go ns? 

A. Because I told him I went. 

Q. And that's when he hit you. 

A. Yes. 

Q. The job with the road equipment company; do you know of your own 

, knowledge that he did work for the road equipment company - or did he 
just tell you that? 

AW Ye3; Ido know it. I do know. Because they came over here and every- 
' thing, and he even told me, they're dying to get in this house. I 
said, for what? 

Q. Uh - if they told you they were the road equipment company, that's one 

thing. But do you know of your own knowledge that they were? 

A. Oh, yes. He got checks from them. Yes. 

Q. Pine. But now you've never seen his checks. 

A. Ho. 

Q. And you don’t know how much money he has or does not have, or even 
what hif§oes - only what he tells you. 

A. Ho. Yes. At the present time. So it made me sort of alienated to 
a certain extent - alienated me from him when he did me that - I said, 
look, it's my son that's involved and I'tji not gonna - if they want to 
kill the DA, that's their damn business but they ain't gonna use my 
son if I can help it. 

Q,. Does he ever- make any trips to the Baton Rouge area? 

A. Uh, no. 

Q. Or - you know, it's only 3 0 — 24.0 miles away - in that direction. 

A. Uh - no, no. He called me this morning and told me he was gonna go 

see Godfrey tomorrow. I was wondering why you - the DA and you all 
don't go up to see Godfrey. 

Q.= I want to do it. 

A. You can. You certainly can. 

Q. Gan I get - Sill I need your permission? 

A. Ho, indeed. 

Q. Uh - Jim asked me if I would do it and I don;t know if I have time. 

But if I have time before I go back, I'd like to. And uh - I wanted 

to speak to you first, though. 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Because Jim and I discussed this last night. 

A. Since he’s been - since all this investigation has broken, I have 
tried to question him and he always osays he doesn’t know anything. 
Uh, if anybody wants to talk to him, let the Secret Service come talk 
to him, I'm not talking to you. 

Q. Yes. Have you heard or have you any reason to believe that there was 
any other official interest in your son? 

A. Uh - what you mean, any official interest? 

Q,. I mean by pssi. people asking about him, or looking around about him? 

A. Well, he got a letter from Emmett Eccles who hires and fires for the 
CIA right before - right (end of tape) 


Tape 2, side 1 

Q. This starts a new tape, Mrs. Jerome. And I want to ask you - you 
were talking about a letter from Mr. Eccles. 

A. Yes. 

Q. ’was this on a GIA letterhead? 

A. Yes.- 

Q. And seUsSIe^ t5o a your son. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you also said, while I was changing the tape, that you told the 
two men qho rols you they were from the Secret Service so you think 
they were Secret Service each of the two times that someone came that 
your son had had this letter SBBKKSffi! from the C ecret Service and you 
placed the date of that about October 1966. 

A. Or November. 

Q. Or Hovsmber. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Anything else you can think of? 

A. No. That's all I remember. 

Q. Right. We’ll turn it off now. 

Q. Excuse me. I just turned the tape recorder on again, Mrs. Godfrey, 
and I asked you what you knew about - is she still your daughter-in- 
law or are they divorced? 

A. They’re divorced. 



Jerome - 32 

Q. About Mary - Maud Ellen Ferrar. And asked you what you knew about 
her, and you said she was very intelligent and at one time she was 
the society editor of the Times - of the States -Item. 

A. Yes. 

Q. For - 

A. Then I believe she's been a librarian and she's been in advertising 
for DH Homes - and she has done advertising work for Marks Isaccs, 
and what else I don’t know. 

Q. Do you know what she is doing now? 

A. I don't/know. And she is - uh - was a Fulbright scholar. She ’ 3 a 
very very highly .intelligent woman. 

Q. Is she a local women? 

A . Ye s . 

Q. Was your son mentally ill when they got married? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you think she knew at the time? 

A. Yes, she knew it because she and I went up to Mandeville together. 
Q. Before? 

A. Yes. Before they were ever married. And the doctor up there said, 
well, said that the prognosis is long-term hospitalization. 

Q. xs u sha still married him after that. 

A. Yes. Said that she would take care of him somehow. 

Q. Has she ever? 

A. ho. 

Q. But she was pregnant at the time. 

A. At the time she married him, ys3„ 

Q. Hava you any assurance that your son is the father of her child? 

A . ho . 

Q. Have you ever had this doubt in your own mind? 

A . - Yea . 

Q. Have you seen the child? 

A. Yes, I've seen him. 

Q. Does it in anyway resemble - 
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A. No. 

q. How long were they married? 

A . They were married, uh - oh golly; I don't know. A few years. 

Q. They were married a few years. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did they live together? 

A. They lived together at first, but I got tired of supporting them. 

Maud Ellen quit work. And the first year they were married, Igave 
them this entire house and to - to develop the rentals plus I gave 
them in cash $6,000. And I sent all - and she kept on telling every- 
body I was starving them to death. So I took all of these checks and 
sent them to Louis Claiborne who is a friend of ours and an attorney. 

I said, Louie, I know I can rely on you - I just want to show you these 
thecks. He wrote me back and he said, you know, he said, well I knew 
you helped them but I didn't know you helped them to that extent. But 
that wasn't enough for Maud Ellen so 

Q.- Before I thank you for the time you've given me and say good-bye, I'd 
like to ask if there's anyone you know who might have anything - any 
knowledge that they might contribute about this. 

A. Ronnie Ramigos, the convict man. 

q. How do you - how do you spell his name? 

A. HA1G0S. 

q. Do you know how to get in touch with him? 

A. He lives in the Irish Channel, somewhere around here, and I think maybe 
you could get his mother, Mrs. Ramsgos. Maybe she has a telephone. 

q. Do you know her first name? 

A. No. But it's in the neighborhood of the Irish Channel. She talked to 
me a long time. She's the one who told me he's on dope. He would know 
what Godfrey was raving about and everything. 

q. While they were together. 

A. Yes. While they were together there. 

q. Yes. Is there anyone else? For example, any attorneys that might have 
knowledge. Or, of the doctors you have met - 

A. No. 

q. Those you think might be dependable. 

<9 <?hrvU know - I kinda stay away from the doctors. The only name I 

A. HedenBbr is Dr. Graham's who - Dr. Graham who let him out when he tried 
to kill me not - 
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Q. You remember the name If Dr. Rafferty. 

A. Well, I remember that ... yes. 

Q. Uh, if Mr. Garrison wanted any of his staff to consult with any of 
these doctors, would you give your permission? 

A. Certainly. /; 

Q. Because you see doctors generally won't speak about their patients 

A . Ye s . 

Q. and properly unless they have authority to. This should be a confi- 
dential matter. 

A. Yes. 

Q. If I did - if Mr. Garrison wants any of the doctors spoken to, you 
wouldn't mind. 

A. No. Indeed I wouldnjt. 

Q. If ha should want to speak to Dr. Rafferty, for erxmple. Would you 
like to be there? Would you be willing to speak to Dr. Rafferty - 

A. I would be willing to cooperate in any way that Mr. - the DA thinks 
would, help the situation. 

Q. Yes. You understand why I make this point about Dr. Rafferty, so 
there- is no doubt in your mind. You remember before while you were 
looking through the papers and the tape recorder was turned off, I 
told you that there is a Dr. Rafferty who is a psychiatrist iTiith whom 
one of the men who figures in this case lived. 

A. Yes. 

Q.~ Or is said to live. That young man has been indicted by Mr. Garrison 
for perjury. For your information, that man is Layton Martens. 

A. Um-hm. 

Q. And this might lead to complications, you see, so I wanted you to know 
about it. I don't know if Mr. Garrison would want you to be there or 
not. I don't know if you would want to be present. But I thought that 
while we were talking, so the question won't come up, then Mr. Garrison 
will know. 

A . Um-hm . 

Q. Did you ever talk to G S nnon(?) .... 

A. Yes. 

Q. Sid any other psychiatrist or any law official ever talk to you about 
Dr. Gannon having - having given a mentally ill man ... 

A. No. j ei . ome is the one w k 0 handled that whole thing for me. 
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Q. Do you know who he sooke to? / 

/ 

A. Jerome to whom I'm now married. No. 

Q. Did ha ever say - 

A. It is in the - he - I mean the DA has that record of that visit that 
Bill made up there, with the gun and evry thing. 

Q. That's when he returned it? ; 

A. Ues . He went - he never did return it. I still have it. 

/ s 

/• t 

Q. You still have the gun? 

A. Yes. You want the gun? I have the gun. 

Q. Do you have any objection to giving It to Mr. Jarrison if he wants it? 

A. But I need it. I need it because I'm all alone in this house - 

Q. Why don't you do this. Don't turn the tape off yet until I finish 
talking to you, 

A . No. 

Q.= Why don't jbs we turn the tape off and for the record we see if the 
gun lias any Identification and ws put that on. 

A. All right. They've been all over the gun in the DA ' s office but we 
can do it again if you like. 

Q,.= I think if we have an identification it may serve to protect you be- 
cause guns have serial numbers. 

A . Bight . 

Q. Why don't we just turn the tape off now then and we - 'while you get 
the gun and we can record 

A. All right. 

Q. the identification. Uh - Mrs. Jerome, you have gotten end handed to 
me an automatic pistol which Is a Walford like in Peter PK. It has 
a brown plastic stock. I'm looking for a serial number and uh - it 
has a serial number. Let me read it carefully, 333^75 possibly the 
letter M. That is on the right hand side right behind the trigger. 
Abzd And uh - I'm sorry; you were going to say something but for your 
protection I wanted - now also remember told you that I had been 
told by the man with your son's name but not description - I had been 
told that he had exactly this kind of weapon. I wanted - 

A. oame number? 

Q. No, not the number, but the model. So now you were going to -say 
something, I wanted to make that record before I forgot. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Say whatever you please. 
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A. 


Q. 

A. 

Q. . 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A.= 


Q. 

A . 

Q. 
A o 


Q. 

A. 

Q. 


I was going to say that when Bill Jerome first got this job with the 
Road Equipment Company which I thought Has a CIA pay-off that sort of 
alienated me from him then but I didn't say anything because I was 
expecting that kind of a job to come up. He - he never made that kind 
of money; this is something out of this world for him. And when he 

W 8 S 

first with them they sent him up to - oh - Cedar Rapids, Iowa, for 
a training period. So, the morning he left the guy - Godfrey got out 
of the hospital the same morning. I took him to the plane. "Godfrey 
got out, ana later on when he came - I got Godfrey back in the hospital 
and everything - when he came back we discovered - no; before he cams 
back a friend of mine had discovered that someone had taken the bullet 
put of the chamber s nd one of the bullets cut of here; two of the bullets 
were missing, so if I’d had t£ us e T $t,.J couldn't have used it. I 
thought that was very odd fsrxMa one ever Pools with the gun. I don't 
knew who took the bullet out of the guns chamber. 

Ye s . 

Just at the time when Godfrey was in town and Bill was gone. Now - 
What did Bill do earlier? I'm sorry - 
Go ahead. 

What was his ear-lier employment before he got this unusually good iob 
and what was his - 

He was with Louisiana S-rsara! Industries then, selling gravel, concrete 
and all. 


Yes. His level of income was considerably lower. 


Yes. It was around $12,000 or so. 
were going to make him rich. He was going 
all that stuff. 


These people told him they 
to make $ 50,000 a year and 


Yes. How one ocher thing. If you want to say anything, go ahead, but 
let's not forget I forgot to record the calibre. 

V c; ^ 

You were going to say something. 


I was going to say that before Bill left he wasn't speaking to me for 
a whole week for 1 some weird reason. And I took him to the plane, then 
I went to a friend's house and I took the gun with me and eveything 
and had friend, man friend, look and soe that there was no bullet in 
it. So I said I think Bill took that bullet out. He's the only one 
that's around that gun. And so ’When he came back he met me over- that 
house and said we're going to test him out, and we showed him the gun 
without the bullet and told him and my two friends will fcefetify that 
his face turned livid and he looked as guilty as heck. But maybe it's 
not so. Somebody did take the bullet out of the chamber. 


You said your friend 


s house. Doss she know anything besides that - 


Could she in any way confirm - 
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A. All she could do is confirm that we all agreed ha looked vary guilty 
when we showed him that there was no bullet in the chamber. 


Q. 


again, 
expert but 


Yes. Mow if you don’t mind we can turn it o 

I've examined the .either pistil and I’m no expert bus 1 don' t see 
any calibre marking. And while I was examining it you told me ahou 
an incident in which you were writing a - ware going to write &^J§t T tgr 
to the papers. Mr. -Jerome cauthoned you against it. And thenfyou r 


bs 


want to the grocery store and you saw an Ivy League type you thought 
might be an FBI Gan who said to you very quietly, watch out for tonight 
or something like that. That night a bullet came crashing into your 


€? 5 02? Oil! £ 

kI O W'tt h j_ Ulu 


W .1 Cl Cx GW t 


broke a bowl and imbedded itself in the wall. 


somewhat of an 
re paired. 


;er you discussed this with a friend of yours who ois 
expert and ho said that the hole in the wall had been 


A. Anu the bullet removed. 

Q. And the bullet removed. 

A. Right. And it would still be there for me to show it to you except 
that the hurricane broke the window out and I had it replaced. It 
was there f or the longest time, a kind of a hole. 

Q. Yes. 


A. I called the Yew Orleans police about it, too. 

Then there is a report on it. 

A. Yes.- 


Q,. Bid you call at the time it happened. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did any policemen come out then? 

A. Yes. Couple police cams out and - I spent the night out - cub that 
night, anyway, but when I came back that morning I saw it. It might 
have happened when I was in there because there was a silencer on and 
I didn’t know. You see, I just didn’ b- 

Q. Do you remember the approximate date. 

A. Uh - no. I don’t remember. But I do remember that Jackquile Kae- 
Pherson, the lady lawyer, went to her hysband, the nan lawyer, and 
she woke him up - he was sleeping; she woks him up and she said, "Jim, 
they took a shot at her.” 

Q. You - I don't remember whether I asked you before, but what is the 
date of your marriage to Mr. Jerome? 

A. The 1st of May of last year. 

Q. Of 196?. 

A. Yes. /gight. Kow long had you known him? 
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A. 

ft. 


A. 

Q. 

A. 

ft. 

A. 

a. 

A. 

ft. 


A. 


ft. 

A. 

ft. 

A. 


Uh - I met him October - January 17 of 196k. 

• 6 k. Then you’d known him for some years. 

Yes. 

But you didn’t meet him until after the assassination. 
Yes . Right near then/ 


Do you have the impress in taht he looked you up in any way? Is there 
anything unusual about your meeting? 

Oh -II met through e friend; a friend introduced me to him. 

Yos. Is there anything else that you can think of now, Mrs. Jerome, 
that you’d like to add to this? 

I think that's all I can think of at the moment. I'll try to look 
through the papers and see if I can find anything. 

Yes. And if you think of anything else that might be of moment, 
would you do me a favor; I think you ought to mail it to Mr. Garrison 
and if you can, copy to me. But if that’s any kind of a problem, you can 
mail It to me and I can xxxaxAz make a copy and send it to him, and if 
you don’t have any way of making a carbon. I’ll make a carbon and return 
it to you. 


All right. All right. I think I’ve told you about everything ex cep 
one thing, after the murder. I don’t remember when it happened, but 
I remember Godfrey grabbed me down in the patio one^ day and said, 
"You and that Clay 3 haw.” 


t 


”Ycu and that 


\j Xc* J 


3 ha 2 


I wonder why he said Clay Shaw. 


I don't knew. But it - when Clay Shaw was arrested I thought of it.= 
That's the first time I thought of it sines then. And immediately I 
told the DA about It. 


But you have no reason to believe that he knows Ckay Shaw. 

I have no reason to believe that he does or that ha does not. 


ft. Or that he does not. Uh - do you have any reason - 

A. I don't know Clay Show personally. 

ft. Uh, you have no way of knowing whether he had any sexual connection 

with Mr. Shaw. 

A. I don't know. I don't know. Anyway, he says that he never had a 
connection with anybody. He says that I'm e liar if I say it. I 
never say it, you know, you don't - 

ft. You mean with men or women, or just men? 

A. Ho. with men. He would deny it, you know. 

ft. Well, you had the evidence of your own eyes, didn't you? 
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Sag iSo “ y "house f USt be0BUS ° 1 ” aSn,t SOl ”8 to »», 8 people 

You hav,. no doubt about what was goang on then. 

Oh, no indeed. No doubt. 

S£ r: .ss.es.., 

Um-hm. 

Have 9 y?u°Sy ia^o^tooSiS'^whith 1,3 °* pa ? pl9 enJoy bein S tortured, 
with people of this sort or had such°- ^ yOUr Son had n n ? connection 

do know that he said tha t °ho ^Sld^u^ th^D-^Ga * 7 ° f know . in "* But 1 
beaten up and we, Bill and T s t ; Gammon was always getting 
to do with his s .v SfV i V n rin 85 «aio oh, that probably has * 
'* - LLXC * inis cm doctor, you know. 

Q * How ole; was hr. CL mmen? 


Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


A. 

Q. 

A. 

AL 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


Oh, well, he was maybe in his bo's n-r- An i = n , , . 

creaky (creepy?); seemed older than he was! ° a_A ^ ° lcl and kincl of 
Ua “ y ° U QOUit kn ° W Waether this « as done by patients or anything eke. 

on'him . 0 ^ooked^l ike^he -^wa^ beaten^an^everything! ^ * 1Way3 *** n,arks 

Yes. That may be interesting. 

****** <**** “ d « «>* on M«. or- anything like that. 

Tea. You never kana of hip. to enjoy beating people, old you? 

No. No. Positively not. 

Yes . 

are^not & on S himr WS Arfcer S he S tr to^iil^m''^ f’ ^ ^ fch8S * thin S s 

he was so sorrv whan n.-r . klxb , rad i -«*ote to me and said 
mother? How is she? She "was ^ piG ' C8c irutR up > he said, Kow is my 


What was the diagnosis in his case' 


hra. He has what they call "Alice in 

th?n S he%SSfh^^?ttl° fcall°and 

in wonderland" ^ndrorie! " Y ° U know? The ^ cal1 it the "Alice 


Ooes he ever think he's anybody else? 

What do you°rasan? n and says. I'm Mitch Little this morning, 

he's other people. JUSt a ®’ 1 feal like I am. He feels li ke 
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Q. Yes. 

A. And ihsa many times I*tn sure he feels like it's me because I ssy him 
one time and he was - he was living here and end he had p bo^ i ljt n lfith 
x. t.. <33 ’ <3 ?' fc i ll£9 this set-up at all but I couldn't do anything 
aoouu it. ^ And x^happened to come in and I was always writing letters 
oo tne editor. How who should 1 find 

- mere no was Sitting by the typev/riter, and Carlos comes in and he 
says, uh - 

Q. if. ho was Carlos? 

A. Carlo a was the man that was here that was living with him. 

La vends r. " “ 

Q. vVas living - 

A. with Godfrey. Yes. He says, "Don't bother me. I'm writing a letter 
co the editor. ’ And, in the way he said it sounded just like m* 
sayjmg it. 

Q. Yo 3 « 

A® A -.id X tin ink hs w?3:-3 pis y i ng u h^j psp^- of P 16 thou, you. s so# 

<to vo you iinow anything about Carlos Lavendsr? 

A. Noy except that ho was sort of a Latino type. 


A. A ua '.in, Oh, and one more thing I want to tell you about Godfrey. = 

He cola me tnsc ne had an army, and I must try to find that oaper. 

? nu -? e was siting to somebody, "Dear Sir". I have an army of Latin- 
Americsns. ihey will do anything I say and I'm known as C-7 or some- 
x.ung like toatj, he says, we went to go ~ I want to help ny country, 
ana we want to go into one of these La tin -American countries and wive 
it - uh, uh, train them, in guerrilla tactics and all. And I'll try 
co and that letter for you. ' * 


Q. Yes, that's very important. 


, . . , Cafe Ms r i na — 

A. Aria ne says that- uh, that, uh - that they hung out at Ss.sk la Marina 

Q. La Casa ds M la .Marina? 

La Ca 3 a „ 

A * sat * R igbt . Right. He says that where they hung out. I thought 
there was mors than - 

£°» no > no - That could be very important. 

It woul§ irer - would it: bo ranch trouble to look for that letter now? 

A * 1 h ^uc ?°tixM*- Gauss I looked for it before and couldn't find 


q. Do you remember about when? 

A. Ho. I don't remember. It was 
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Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 


Did he mention any names? 

- before the murder of Kennedy. Long before. 

Very long before or close to it? 

Might have been close to it, but it was before. 

Did he ever ment io n having been to fe training camp? 


the day time and homo at night? 
Yes; possibly. He used to come 


my memory serves 

me - 


.eh he might 

have 

been gone 

during 

real dirty. 

some 

t ims 3 . 


: you. Like 

he ' d 

been in e 

muddy 


.acj 


place? looking. 

Real dirty. Real dirfcyv/ Like he'd been crawling some pis 

x4*axiaaMmb£S2mnaf8i»Mittsraaama|>fcan®5i Was the mud 3 little bit light- 
colored ?' 

xaaihx drftiEfctjj I don't remember that. 

You know you have mud that's red anct mud tiiac's sandy color. Uh — 
would you mlgc. stopping the tape for e moment? This night be important, 

I don't remember the color of the mud now . 

Okay. Uh - did he ever say that he’d been on the other side of Lake 
Ponbchartra in? 


A . No . 


Q. 


In connection with that 
questions. There was s 
on the other side - at 


. I'm going to tell you why I’m asking 
training camp just exactly as you've ce 
least one, on the other side of - 


these 

scribed 


A. It's all coming cut in the investigation. it's all coming out - 
everything hx the boy said is coming out. 

Q. It's absolutely true. 

A. It is. And here I was saying well this was all just a deranged mind. 
I didn't taka any stock in anything the man said. 

Q. The camp existed. One camp existed until July 31 , 19&3 ■ Now that's 
not too long before the assassination. This is why I asked you if 
it was not too long. 

A. It might have bean around that time. 

Q. And it was a Cuban camp. Bid he ever mention - 

A. Ura-hm. Said he met a Latin-American; said in Latin-America I'm known 
as I believe C-7, or something like that. I don't know who he was 
writing to; it just said Gentlemen. And it said he had this army of 
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and uh - of Lafcin-Amer icans , they were very faithful and they would do 
anything he said, and ho would like to go down to Latin-Amer ica and 
then train natives in guerrilla tactics and all, the people down there. 

q. You don’t think he ever mentioned any names in connection with ... 

A. No; he didn’t have to. 

Q. Mrs. Jerome, this could be very important. 

A. TJm-hm. He never told me anything. One time the bell rang and it was 
a man with a up here and he ssxo that uh — Lnat he was ~ exist Mr . 

Kirkpatrick had turned film in as a mail thief, that I was stealing his 
ma il . 


Q. 


A. 


SXCUE 


me . 


X want to make a note of something and then X want to come 


back. I just want to turn this off. I just don’t to forget. 

When I turned the tape off, you were telling me about e man who had 
come here. Did you say he had a gun? 

Yes. In a holster. He was a government man. T-man, I suppose you 
call him. It was about mail theft. And ay son had turned mo in for 
steal ing his mail. 


3 . 

A. 

Q. 


Turned p you in. 

Yes. And reported me as being a mail th: 


mail. 


And I explained to the man 


na i 


. He said that I stole his 

he man was sick, and he said. 


well, we thought maybe he was, and he apologized and left. 


Very, strange thing. There was an incident involving the intercept ion 
of mail at a training camp on Lake Pontchartra in. You'll find this 
In my book, OSWALD IN NSW ORLEANS, and I'm sorry I don’t have a copy 
of it with me. The name of the man ’was Fernando Ferns mass whose letter 
was intercepted. 


A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A • 

3. 


out 


know he - they - 


..'ell, I don’t know. 

Very strange. 

Now, I don't even know if my son had reported me. 

Of course. I understand that. Now ws know - we know who intercepted it. 
It seems to me that the man said my son had reported it. 

Yes, but this letter ’was intercepted by people we know. 

Yes . 

It never got into the mails. 

Uh-huh. 

You see? So it couldn’t be the same incident. But what a remarkable 
parallel. I wish you .would especially try and chink, Mrs. Jerome, 
about anything connected with that Cuban camp, whether or not he ever 
mentioned young people, if he ever mentioned how - if ha ever mentioned 
being there or hox-J he got there, if he got there - 


I 
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A. No. He never told me anything. I was the enemy, always. 

Q» Did you ever know anybody he knew who might have had a truck? 

A . No . 

Q. See, this camp was not far from Mandevillo. 

A. Urn-hm. 

Q,. Rather a remarkable coincidence, too. 

A . Ye s . 

Q. ..... Well, I'm glad wa didn't stop when we wero going to. Because, 
you see, when you get to talking, things come back into your mind. 

A. Yes. 

Q. This is why I give you my address in case you want to got in touch 
with me at Garrison’s office. It might be faster if you have no pro 
vision for making carbon copies if you send it to mo and than send 
this to Garrison. But it would be better if you kept a carbon copy, 
whoever you sent it to because each of us has less dependable mail 
service than we ’would like. 

A. Uh-hugh. ... 

Q. Do you have any idea how your son got pistol? 

A. He got it from Gammon. Dr. Gammon. 

Q. This is the same one that he got from Gammon? 

A. Yes. This is the one Gammon wanted back. 

Q. I thought that Gammon got his back. 

A. He, he didn't. 'vs told him to go to the DA * s office and gat it and 
hs wouldn't go. 

Q. Right. Right. Okay. 

A. And meanwhile, Pershing Garvsis gave it back to Bill Jerome. 

Q. Yes. Gan you think of anything else now? 

A. No, not offhand I can’t. 

Q. Well, before I - befor-oe I put the tape recorder away, I'd like to 
make a telephone call if you don't mind. 

You hold the tape, Mrs. Jero me. 

A. Well, when Bill Jerome was first around hers - coming around here, 
one of his best friends was s fellow named Davis, Ricardo Davis. He 
called him Richard Davis. 

Q,. Richard Rudolf Davis. 
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mU3 ^ ? oraeb ? rne “ c °™ 9 in somehow, he wanted me to meet this 
bovj thls follow was something about military stuff and 

?; **W?» -» ta*»M*»ins ll „„r y and jl,rf 

“ - Ja3 J Ujt bo ^ °- a 81-TCA sense, I said I don't aaniia to r hn +- 

o?"tbo ovL h LorHnrLve b di^^d er 

EM e Ho°’i b £v?;.fSLT! lif!' -“*2 ~ 


Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


i >5 713 o 

X oid n’t want to most him. 


You never mot I 
I never met hi;; 

~ver speak to him over the phono? 

Yes. He had a forsign accent. Real cute accent, 
hat’s correct, by the way. 


Could you - fhoM 


Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 


re all ‘’^-3 f d ?f £ ? torit ?; 0 n ' but Bill used to corns and tell 

he wanted to At- ,: 1 r.r 0riSS ,^ 0Ut ^, im ’ you know » and wanted - said 
m^et him? everything like that, and I just never did 

* • * • ~ wanted to tell you that - 

Apropos of nothing at all. It just came to me ... 

tha t°hr °f» f a ®?» f think you may be interested in knowing 

iT~ 1 '.T ' “ j C t J ’ n cbai, i> s 01 that camp from the FBI reports that I 
mo so! hlrn ’ Snd 1 knOM that he Was becauso He called me up and told 

Um-hm. 

that* 2amp'\jas V roally Vor^tra^nir^^Kraound ' ^ P T° thia ’ ^ Ut 1 believe 
Fidel Os/ro y ~ tra _nin 6 graound j. or tne assassination of 

He "to Id Bill "that, *1 Sieve.^ 10 ’ 8 thab * 8 What Bil1 said — * 

Uh - your husband - 
If I’m not mistaken. 

You think your husband told you that this camp was a camp that ... 

It seems to me that he was an anti-Castro man. 

Well, there's no question about that. 

XX; XXLiwXaXX^rSnSd'fXmJX^X 6 was and everyfchins 

u ^ OU. h"U S ''OS. rid 078 ^ Spv pn'r^MnT « i » , 

sort himself? ~ ~~ ^ * /whin^ abouc having oeen in a camp of thab 
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A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


Q. 

A. 


A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

A. 

Q.= 


He never said any t'ningabout it. 


And all you know aoout his connection 
calls and what he told you. 

les. And he used to have dinner with 
his wife. 


with Davis is some telephone 
them and all, his family and 


This was where he 


where he had dinner? 


ho. At their home 
him. And I dindjt 

Q 1 T/ jl C S cx n Cl _L SoK 


” , then all of a sudden X ho 
think of hin again until I read 
his name. 


rd no more about 
this Par&cr(?) 


Yes. 


One more thing. When Bill first came over here, he went in the 

an u he was trembling. Ha came up to me and whispered in 
my ear, "i>m a fascist.” And I said, "You are?” Hell, I said ~a 
year ago it's a Communist. Don't he telling ns anything fascist. 

sub Seat d ® lc looted - and then he just dropped the 

suojeco. Ann whau no cord ne afterwards ho • was only kidding. 

Has ha ever said anything about his own politics? 


Ho . ITo . : 

to see if ; 

Has he eve; 


kbits Citizens Council" 
fa s • 


thou 

.ght whe. 

a he 

said tin 

at 

W&3 

or some 

thing 

• 


a a id 

g. ny tiij.; 

ng in. 

dice tin 

ft 

■kb 

ups 

of poop. 

13 or 

of par 

tii 

of 

the Council 

thing . 



thought maybe he was 


rying 


, o -r 


lias lxad any affiliation 
i don't mean - 


Inat • s the thing I was driving at. Did he- 
6ii organize oion known as the National otats 


ever 

r. R •? 


nake any ref 
gilts party. 


ore no e 


to 


I ooi.'i ! t i’ciiaoiuber - 


Did you ever hear of a group like that? 

I've heard of them. 

Did he ever mention the name of Guy Banister? 
Ho. But I know who he is. 

You know who Banister was. 


u xi “ X wiSiX c ha c ax' 
Davis. Ricardo Dav 
a business broker. 

I tall you I would 
had . 


'y r i leave you would think of 
J '5„ now lives in Houston, and as 
Dn, and uh - now I've spoken 
liirc you to tell me the amount 


all you can about 
scribes himself as 
wien Davis and before 
of accent this man 
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A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q.. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


He had an accent. 

Well, would you say it was light or hee/y? 

But it was attractive. 

It was attractive. 

Ut, spoke :;ood English. But it »» otti-sotive. Kind or . H3® «»T 
O i' t ci I e 

jf x a o t that's exactly what I was going to sey. 


X • 

As a 

mat ter 

of x'ac 

Happy 

1 ii cx 

way, y 

cu kno; 

That ' 

s t he 

way he 

calks 

Ha ppy 

in a 

way . 

Sound a 

Yes . 

.■ell 

, that 

does s 


A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


A. 

Q. 

A. 


rli IN sur* it was because I mentioned it and l showed it to him in 
S’ took.' He 'ssic 1 , Yes, that ' s Ricardo Da- is. 

, vlin afc that tine war- connected with an insurance company. And who 
aka o' said that he had lumber interests m Guatemala . 

Um-hcn . 

Then your - 

I don't remember that at all. 

'Then you never hoard any things oout luno-o •. . 

jure* 

There was some connection with Castro, h~ \<i>* - n 

lie was. 

Yos. Bill said ho was an * ^nted^to^Se 

me to meet him cut somenow or- aiwii»x * 

h.lm. 

Did you ever hear any mention of the Christian Demorsct_o 
group of Cubans. The Christian Democratic Movement. 

11 o . 

Did you ever hear any mention of of a name like Batista? Or Laureano? 
Or uh - 

So. Oh, one thing. One time I wrote a letter criticizing Castro. 

I called him a clown of the Caribbean in this letter and I tol-- . “ 
he was making a fool of himself and so forth and so on, and a-t. ^nat 
these Latinos wauld pass here and glare at me because ana thn l . 
coming out with some laundry one time to wash it and her© s tnis 
taking my picture. Uh - 


ct co 
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Q. Did the letter ever get published? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you remember the man who tock your picture? 

A. I don't know Mm who he was, but he pretended ha wasn't when I - when 
I saw him taking it. ... 

Q. That's interesting because it's an anti-Castro letter. 

A. Hs(?) was sntl-Cs s fcro ... 

Q. And almost ell the Cubans were anti-Castro. 

A . 'Jn-hm . 


Q. 


This thing of Ricardo Davis fascinates 
sentative of the Christian Democratic K 
if the Bay of Figs had succeeded he was 
group in the new government. 


'0}c7 • xis VJS 

ovotnent, ar 
to be the 


; the local repre- 
id ho told mo that 
delegate of that 


A. Ura-hm. 


Q. He told me that the men from this camp were to go to Guatemala and 
there was a vary broad inference in what I told you. Now there were 
a number of men who were there, and I know the names of only some. 

And none of then that I can think of now sounds like Lave near. But 
I'm just wondering - 

A. Me 11, Lavender's father was the head of Jackson; he was a psychiatrist 

A Dr. La ve nd a r . 

Q. Was the head - 

A. Of Jackson. 

Q,. And his son lived here with your son. 

A. Ura-hm. He's no longer over there, though, but he was the head doctor 
at Jackson. 


Ye 3 . It's fascinating. 

Oh, golly. And let me tell you something else funny. Right after - 
right after all this happened with finding this thing and then all 
these people looking at ma so mean and everything and oil the burglars 
start coming in on rao and ©vsy thing, and - iota of things were hap- 
pening - well, anyway, this girl comes and she starts living with me. 
Well, _ she was a bunny girl at the Playboy, you sec? And she started 
bringing in all these characters, and I remember one night - and so 
many of them have later turned up in this investigation. It almost 
looks like I don't know whet* Plotkin was one of them that she want 
out; with. A guy named Nestor, wes an attorney, Uhst's his nr me. - 
Marco? 


« 


;cr Marcos-Dias? 
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A. 
Q • 
A. 
Q. 
A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


Q. 

A. 

Q. 


A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


- b-3 

Yea. She brought - 
That's f asoraraa ting , 
W ill j that' a u ha t I 
ho you reciorsber her 


ns me 1 


fnl 1 


i you. 


Yss, I remember • 
Little F^rms and 


11 you when she cam* 


I us. 


to live out 


gxrl wno 

•r :11 9 


las Kin-. 


rias friends with my neighbors, and they had this 

.1 1 3 r~i ■ ^ * ... ** 


of bad., Stella . And ons nigh. 


lie - 


-L cJ o j O fc d 1 X8 • * i T 

was hare . Uh - 


na ■: 


s cme kind of mis -up wicli the DA while she 


Do you remember Stella* s last name? 

les^ her n<a.me was Howard. Stella Howard. And uh — so her mother 

'"l ne a:ia sa id, .Oh, I had a fight with Stella last night SM l^M 


come to spend the night. Bill was her husband. 


arrived with her 


So I said all right 


Lit - with one of her boys and 


Sc she came sad she 

Stella . So in the morning the boy - she and Dorothy (?) and "the boy 
Isfe and she lift Stalin here. And I said, What did you leave Stella 
here for? one saia, Jgll, I got to tell you, her father put her out. 
Cculc you Plesse_ keep - she has no money or anything. Could you please 
let nor suaj >/iwi you? well, I knew she had this terrible reputation 
sit 8. li i/tle CuiGj. a no a little vjlior-3 and evor" bhinn* ^lsc , >o T said 
11, I'll try to help her. She was a - she was a little teen-ager, 5 


do b ilS 


j-h n. P-, 


Bunny Club. 


started bringing all these 


so she got s jo 

° u - j *.? oo. t. O^-O. C X_L 

people that were out of town; she brought Juan Valdez - Juanv Valdez - 

o ua n vs Id a z ? 

V;, 


. ,L_ . 


b;ii orougn 

in 1 -. * ^ ~ i_ 

uii.ii 1 o h d x x ; 


.u;n o'. 


You. ?!-« 
Pia s . 


ex la brought him over here. 


Che brouifht lies tor Pia; 


j.arcos- 


Msrcos-Diaz. 

Yes. And she brought Plotkin. 

She introduced you to these pleople . 

Yes. So I was trying to make a - a - a decent little girl out of her 
i knew she was a xittle whore, and I said. Look. Why don't, you try 
to tell these people I'm your aunu or something and try to act nice, 
honey . You know I was trying to look at her like she was that old. 

This was Stalls Howard. 

;. 3 f * otella Howard. 3c, anyway, they all got so friendly and every- 
oning over here, and then the first thing you know .she lost her job 
3.o - Oh, yes,. So she started going with this one and that one and I 
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Q. 

A. 

<i. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


said, Look. There's not going to be any whoring if you're going to 
live here, Stella. I'm going to talk to you like sDutch uncle. IJh, 
uh - so anyway, she lost her job at the Playboy, and these people up 
here tried to get her- back in the Playboy - 

Tnd of that side of the tape. You said that Nestor Msrcos-Diaz had 
brought some men to you ancC you Identified one. You were going to 
take" them out and show them your house - 

Yes. (Jim Gannon?) 

You identified one as Federico Gonzalez. Would you care tocontinue? 

i.nc! hay I suggest we don't need the air ***■* 

111 right. I'll 


nd 1 1 1 otisr no w ' 


turn it oJ 


And there were three men. Tney were very important ce cause they had 
just been with Hale Boggs up to Washington. And that day Schiro had 
given them the key to the city. 


•p ’q 020 s Pi trie 


These same men. Now, why ho brought them to me, good ol' me, i 

know. Now my son was furious when they cams hers. I don't know why. 
r rust th.ou.~ht it was more of his meanness. 


I don't 


Yes. 

And I - so I called this friend of mine to sea if she would like to 
go around with them, you know, and uh - one of them was the head of 
the Coca-Cola Company in Mexico and another one was s professor. They 
were all highly educated, very lovely men. And Mr. Gonzalez was the 
head of 


- I think at one time he might have been treasurer of Mexico; 


Q.= 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


I'm not sure. But at that - when I knew him - when he cams over that 

night he was the head of the public utilities in a certain stabs 

starting with a C. 

In Mexico. 

Yes. In Mexico. Yes. 

Yes. 

And we went all around. he went to different places, sak you know, 
and everything, and uh - and the whole time Gonzalez was talning^ 
politics to me, you know. And these great - great tables oj. Latinos 
and everything, and everybody was jolly, and so ho leaned ova 
ana he said. This Kennedy; we're afraid of him. I said. Why: He 

said. Because he's too powerful. And he said - I remember exactly 
what hs said. He said. He has everything. H 


so ms 


has wealth, he has 


Q. 

A. 

Q. 


good looks, he has power. And we are afraid, w ns o does ns want next? 
Hm. Do you remember the - 
And uh - and that was that. 

Dc you remember the name of the o thrd man? 



but I 


J 
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/ (last?) 

A—- No. One of them was D A M Y, I believe his first name, 

Q. - D A K Y. 

A. Yes. Well, the one - 
Q. Demy. 

A * T®V* b ' e >;es , “ * he WBS s professor and also a banker . And the 

third ms - the Gocs-Jola man left because it was just and me 

you see. “ 


Q. 

A. 


Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


Q. 

A. 


Yes . 

And ^ we went to so many different places and they we.ee so dull and when 
to weave 1 rsmemoer the professor said, Madame, Mexico is yours: you 
have won it ^ fairly. And he makes a big bow. And. he says. If you ever 
corns to Mexico, we get the red carpet out for you, and all that kind 
of thing. 

Did hs say how you could get in touch with him? 

Yes; he wrote to Tie a couple of times, Gonzalez did. 

Dc you have those- letters? 

I’m sure I have. 

I'd like very much to see them. 


Yes._ Enrico Gonzalez. Now - but I don’t know but - but since hs ’ s 
connected with, this little bunch of people. Than when the bunny nirl 
- on, i had to fire the poor bunny girl - ° 

First let me ask you; ware there two bunny girls or one? 

One . Stella Howard . 

Do you know how she came hers? 

She came here. Her mother brought her hers and asked me if she could 
spend the night because she was frightened of her husband. She, she 
was my next-door nsxghoor. And I had move a /here . 

Yes. 

She wanted to escape her husband, she said, for- the ni^ht. So she 
came over and she brought her boy and Stella. 'She left in the morn- 
ing wit.a the bo> and left Stella on me. Stuck h± me with Stella. 

So uhan it started. Stella started bringing ell these people in, and 

g 'n .-va /%-m t* ..iJ-u i.v . . ■. .. * * ^ 


o out 


on dates with them, you know, and all . 


Do you remember any of the other people Stella knew? 

nw r both 

u.i, can on^-y think of boys now because I’ve seen/their names - I 
nink this iiestor is defending one of the people against Garrison 
because I saw it in the paper. And then - 


Q. No; he’s suing me. 



